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Urban Reforestation involves planting trees, shrubs, and
other vegetation, typically on a large scale, in urban
environments. Urban Reforestation provides abstraction of
rainfall which helps to minimize the volume of runoff by
providing surfaces to wet, processes to evaporate and
places for storage. The vegetation also provides surface

roughness and irregularities that increase the time of
concentration of runoff.

Context is important when selecting plant types and
densities. Plant heights, widths, root growth, shading, and
leaf litter should be considered and weighed against land
use, maintenance availability, and community benefits.

Tree lined street in Old Metairie;
source: MetairieClubGardens.com

Tree lined street in New Orleans;
credit: Richared Gillen

Parish
HYDROLOGIC

FUNCTION
Provides for

both volume and
flow control

POLLUTANT

REMOVAL

Removes approximately
85% of Total Suspended
Solids, 50% of Nitrates

and 85% of Total
Phosphorus

SOIL

SUITABILITY

Good for all soil
types. Plant type
suitability for location
must be taken into
consideration

HABITAT
VALUE

Reforestation provides
habitat for a large
variety of animals and
reconnects fragmented
parcels of habitat

COMMUNITY
VALUE

Reforestation helps to
reduce the urban heat
island effect and provide
a variety of recreational
opportunities
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